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T H E 


CHARACTER 


i 3 OF THE 
TIMES Delineated. 


HIL E the Preſs is crouded, and 
WP our Shops cramm'd with Books 
| 5] and Pamphlets full of deadly Poi- 
/n; ſome to corrupt, others to 
aboliſh and utterly deſtroy, the 
mall Remains of Religion and Virtue, that 
are left amongſt us; it might well be ex- 
pected that ſome ſerious Hand ſhould fur- 
niſh us with a ſeaſonable Antidote againſt fo 
many invenomed Arrows that fly by Day, 
- againſt the ab era that walketh in Dark- 
%, and the Sickneſs that deſtroyeth in the 
> Noon- Day. Whatever Oppoſition hath hi- 
therto appear'd to theſe bold Attacks upon 
our Principles, tho" it may ſeem to make 
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ſome Stand againſt the Enemy, yet, if we 
judge by the Succeſs, it is too plain, that 
this is not the moſt proper and efeual Me- 
thod for repelling this general Corruption : 
The Medicine 1s not proportion'd to the 
Cauſe; the Diſeaſe encreaſes rather than 
abatcs. 


Indeed the Diſtemper has alrcady ſpread 
itſelf ſo far, as to become almoſt Epidemical ; 
and if a miſtaken Lenity has hitherto treated 
fo deſperate a Caſe, rather after the Example 
of old Eli, than with the Spirit and Zeal of 
Elias, or John the Baptiſt, there ſeems but 
one Way left to prevent the hole from 
Ruin, and that is Repentance, It is our 
Bleſſed Lord's Preſcription, and muſt be the 
moſt Salutary of any ; Yea, the only One, 
that can preſerve us from a total Corruption 
and Apoſtacy, and from the dire Conſe- 
quences of it, a Viſitation of Divine Ven- 
geance, as general as the Cauſe.——But what 
Steps are yet taken for applying, or even 
recommending, this ſovereign Remedy? 


I have indeed ſeen a little Treatiſe upon 
Lr, and another call'd a Penitential Office, 
with Prayers and Interceſſions for our Church 
and Nation. Both which ſeem calculated 
and defign'd to ſtir up the Spirit of Repen- 
tance amongſt us; the Firſt, as a Help to 


ſuch as are Penitent, and awaken'd to a _ 
0 


[4] 


of our common Danger; the Other, to aſſiſt 


the Devotions of thoſe who mourn in private 
for the Wickedneſs of the Times, and tremble 
at the Proſpect of impending Fudgments.—— 
But private Compoſitions, and private Exam- 
ples, extend their Influence but a little Way. 
Nothing leſs than publick Power can ſtem 
a Torrent of publick Iniquity. This 1s an 
Evil which none but a Royal Hand can 
cure. 


Had it pleaſed thoſe who are inveſted 
with the 
had the Writers on the part of Religion 


thought fit to call us to a general Repentance 


and publick Humiliation, rather than leave 
the Iſſue to Argument and. doubtful Diſpu- 
tation, there would be no need for ſuch pri- 
vate anonymous Effays to come abroad. But 
when we are left only to mourn in ſecret, 
and have at the ſame time too much Cauſe 
to fear this retired Humiliation will not 
prove ſufficient to avert the Stroke of Divine 
Vengeance, tis every Chriſtian's Buſineſs, as 


well as Intereſt, to offer his helping Hand. 


And if among our Clergy there be found 
FApoſtates and Traytors to their Order, to 
their Saviour and their God, it muſt be high 
Time for every Man, without Diſtinction, 
Laity as well as Clergy, to aſſert the Cauſe 


of our Church and the common Salvation. 


* 


The Danger is univerſal, the Cuncern ſhould 
B 2 be 
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be ſo too : And thoſe who cannot by their 
Tongues or their Pens, defend the com- 
mon Intereſts of Religion, may at leaſt 
do it by their Lives and Examples, their 
Prayers and their 'Tears. 'They may at leaſt 
repent of their own Sins, and jintercede for 
thoſe of others. 


But as we cannot repent effectually of our 
own Sins without a previous Knowledge and 
Examination of their particular Kinds, and 
the Degrees of Guilt, ſo is it as requiſite that 
he, who intercedes for National Crimes, 
ſhould (as the little Book laſt mentioned 
very properly recommends, p. 12.) endea- 
vour to gain a competent Knowledge of the 
reigning Iniquities of the Age we live in.— 
I have therefore (and for hi, Reafon only) 
thought it would be a uſeful Supplement to 
the ſaid Book, to give ſome general De/crip- 
tion and Charafer of our preſent Times, 
that ſo, by a ſerious Review thereof, the 
Mind of every Reader being work'd up to 
a hearty Abhorrence, as well as Fear, may 
ſo confeſs their own Sins, and the Sins of the 
Nation, and ſo repent, as effectually to pre- 
vail with God for Mercy, and a Lengthning, 
if it may be, of our Proſperity. 
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PAXIL 
Of Notorious Impiettes. 


O the End then we may gain a com- 
of theſe Times with reſpect to 

Morality and Religion, and a due 
Apprehenſion of the Peril, to which our 
Church and Nation ſtand expos'd, from the 
juſt Vengeance of an Incenſed Deity ; let us 
firſt take a View of thoſe Crimes of e 
Enormity which reign amongſt us, and chiefly 
diſtinguiſh this profligate Age, and then con- 
ſider the too general Corruption which is 
found among thoſe who profe/s Religion, and 
as yet are Chriſtians, 


1. Then, We diſcoyer not only common 
Vices and Immoralities ſurpaſſing any Age 
or Nation that we read of, and the very 
Heathens, who knew not God, but every 
Species of Vice improved to ſo monſtrous a 
Size, ſo daring and bare-faced, as publickly 
to triumph in our Streets, and to bid Defi- 
ance to the Laws both of God and Man: 


while 


petent Knowledge of the ſad Eſtate 
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while Virtue, as well as Piety, is turned out 

of Faſhion, baniſhed from the pretendedly 
elbred Part of the World, to skulk and con- 

ceal itſelf in Holes and Corners. 


| How common and univerſal is 
88 the Profanation of God's moſt 
and Curling. Holy Name! how general the 
Cuſtom of Vain Swearing and Cur- 

ng ! So that from the gray Hairs to the 
Child that has but juſt learn'd to ſpeak, we 
hear them in our Streets, where-eyer we go, 
venting aloud moſt horrid Oaths and Impre- 
cations. Nor are they content to blaſpheme 
the God that made them, and the Sayiour that 
redeem'd them, but, with a kind of horrible 
Importunity, call and ſollicit for that Dam- 
nation on #hemſelves, their Souls and their 
Blood or Families, which is the very Penalty 


of the Law they tranſgreſs. 


Were this the only reigning Sin amongſt 
us, and thus er d to reign, it is a ſuffi- 
cient Proyocation to Almighty God, to pour 
down upon us the Phials of his Wrath. — 
For becauſe of Swearing the Land mourneth ; 
and, he will not hold him guilthſs that taketh 


is Name in vain. 


1 But, alas! What ſhall we ſay, 
nd when even Perjury and Falſe 


Swearing is grown ſo very common, as n 
mo 


away out of Court. 


EP: 


' moſt to be thought a Yenial Sin. The im- 
* poſing of ſo many publick Oaths, and Oaths 


of Office, inſtead of being a Security of Mens 
Integrity or Allegiance (as it was intended 
to be) has rather proy'd a cruel Snare to the 
Conſcience, and almoſt deſtroy'd all Reve- 
rence for ſuch ſacred Obligations; yea, ſeems 


to ſet Men more looſe to their Engagements, 


than if their Souls had not been bound by 
any Oath at all. —But God ig not mocked ; 
for the Curſe ſhall enter into the Houſe of him 


that ſeveareth falſely by my Name, and it ſhall 


remain in the midſt of his Houſe, and ſball 
conſume it, with the Timber thereof, and the 
Stones thereof, Lach. v. 4. 73 


If the Commonneſ5 of impoſing publick 
Oaths in this Country prove too often a 
Snare to the Conſcience, the want of ſuffi- 
cient Solemnity in the adminiſtring thereof, is 
no leſs a Means of betraying many into Per- 
fury; who, if the Oath were tendred to them 
in a more grave and reverent Manner, would 
probably be aw'd into a holy Fear of the 
Divine Prefence, and a due Veneration for 
fo ſacred an Action. * 


* An Engliſh Knight of the Poſt coming into a Court 
of Juſtice in Scotland, and intending to take a falſe Oath? 
was ſo daunted at the Solemnity us'd by the Judges and 
whole Court while the Oath was tendring to him, that 


his Conſcience ſmote him, his Heart faibd, and he ſhrunk 


And 


| 
| 
| 
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Want of Com- And where ſo little Regard 
mon Honeſty. is had to the moſt ſolemn Ties 
of Conſcience, what Wonder 1s it, that all 
Honefly and Common Juſtice in Dealings 
ſhould become to rare, as hardly to be found 
amongſt us? I cannot deſcribe it better, nor 
more truely, than in the Words of the Pro- 
phet, //a. xlix. Sc. —“ Our Hands are de- 
« filed with Blood, and our Fingers with 
« Iniquity; our Lips have ſpoken Lyes, 


and our Tongues muttered Perverſeneſs. 


« None calleth for Juſtice, nor any pleadeth 
« for Truth ; they truſt in Vanity, and ſpeak 
« Lyes; they conceive Miſchief, and bring 
« forth Iniquity; they hatch Cockatrice 
« Eggs, and weave the Spider's Web. He 
ce that eateth of their Eggs, dieth; and that 
« which is cruſhed, breaketh out into a 
« Viper. Their Feet run to Evil, and they 
« make haſte to ſhed innocent Blood. Their 
« Thoughts are Thoughts of Iniquity, 
« Waſting and Deſtruction are in their 
« paths; whoſoever goeth therein, ſhall not 
« know Peace, 'Therefore is Judgment far 
« from us, neither doth Juſtice overtake us, 
« We wait for Light, but behold Obſcu- 
« rity; for Brightneſs, but we walk in 
« Darkneſs, We grope for the Wall like 
« the Blind, and we grope as if we had no 
« Eyes; we ſtumble at Noon-day, as in 
« the Night; we are in deſolate Places, as 


& dead 


e mourn fore like Doves. 


[977] 


We roar all like Bears, and 
We look ſor 
judgment, but there is none; for Salya- 
tion, but it is far from us. 


« dead Men. 


Such are our Manners, ſuch the deplora- 
ble State of Corruption, which runs thro? 
all Conditions and Profeſſions of Men amongſt 
us, in all our Dealings, in all Traffick, all 
Buſineſs and Imployments both publick and 
rivate ; ſo that © Judgment is turned away 
« backward, and Juſtice ſtandeth afar off ; 
« for Truth is fallen in the Streets, and 
« Equity cannot enter: Yea, Truth faileth ; 
“ and he that departeth from Evil, maketh 
& himſelfa Prey: And the Lord ſaw it, and 
&« it diſpleaſed him, that there was no Judg- 
« ment,” — no Honour or Honeſty to be 
found. — Yet this is not all: as if private 


2 


” 


Fraud were too puny and mean a Crime, and 


devouring Widows Houſes too inſipid a Morſel 
for ſome Maws, we have lived to ſee whole 
Kingdoms fall a Sacrifice to Avarice, and 
the Tears of many Thouſands, Widows and 
Orphans, running down their Cheeks, with- 
out Relief, without Pity or Remorſe. 


And left the Native Honour and antient 
Britiſh Probity ſhould recover itſelf, after 


the Waſte made in our Conſciences by the 


late Stock-jobbing Schemes, the grand Enemy 


of Virtue employs two of his ehaiceſt Pens to 


prevent 
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prevent it; the one to dreſs up the blackef 
Villany, in a plauſible Air of Heroiſm and 


Gallantry; not only to ſpirit up all the moſt 


abandoned Wretches to Rapine and Plunder, 
but that our very Children and Servants, 
our Wives and Daughters, might no longer 
retain the leaſt Abhorrence of Thieving, 
Whoring and Fillany, nor be reſtrain'd any 
more by the old muſty Rules of Honour or 
Shame. — The other, with a bolder Stroke, 
openly attacks Virtue itſelf, degrades her 
from the Dignity ſhe had ever held in 
the World till hen, in the unanimous 
Vogue of all Mankind; and with unpa- 
rallell'd Impudence ſets up Vice as preferable 
to her, ſtripping her of thoſe Honours, which 
till nom ſhe had ever enjoy'd, even amongſt 
the moſt barbarous Nations. — But, 


Had the Bard liv'd in wiſe Auguſtus's Days, 
His Lot had been a Halter, not the Bays : 
And, if GO D-M AN Vice 10 aboliſh came, 


Hho Vice commends, M an-Devrr be his 
Name. 


Drunkenneſs To add Drunkenneſs to Thirſt, 
88 is too vulgar and too innocent a 
Fault now-a-days, except their 


Cups be ſeaſoned with Bla/phemy and Pro- 


Faneneſs, and ſuch impious, audacious Ri- 


baldry againſt the ſacred Myſteries of our 
holy Religion, as is too ſhocking to relate : 
. Yea, 


11 1 


Vea, ſome we have heard of, who, from in- 
verting our Litany, and ſaying, as it were, 
their Prayers backwards, by horrid Impreca- 
tions for Plague, Peſtilence and Famine on 
the reverend Orders of our Church, have 
commenced ſuch Heroes in Impiety, as to 
pay their Compliment to the very Devil, ad- 
mit him of their Helliſh Cub, and even 
drink, his Health. Theſe Things we 
have with Horror and Amazement heard of; 
O that we had alſo heard of Examples ſuit- 
able to ſuch prodigious Crimes! But where 


is our Moſes, to ſtand in the Gap? Where a 


Phineas, to execute Judgment, that /o the 


Plague may be ſtay'd © 


And yet how ſmall a Part are i 
theſe of the Abominations which 21 and 
, elm. 
are yet behind, to fill up the 


Mieaſure of our Iniquities! fidelity, once 


a Vice in Practice only, and that amongſt 


the moſt heedleſs and unthinking Libertines, 
48 now advanced into Speculation, and made 
the Character of our moſt thinking People. 
Even Atheiſm itſelf, which all former, yea, 
the moſt dark Ages, have univerſally abhorr'd, 


as the moſt monſtrous of all Sins ; ſo that it 
never durſt ſhew its Head in publick ; and 
in David's Time pals'd no farther than a 
Thought of the Heart, and that too amongſt 


Fools, is now receiv'd and careſs'd by Men 
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of. Gravity and Character, and dreſs'd up 
with all the Ornaments of Wit and Learn- 
ing; and not only entertain'd in Converſa- 
tion and private Cabals, but hath been 
Weekly ſent abroad over all the Nation to 
make Proſelytes for Satan, and deſtroy all 
the little Remains of that holy Faith, which 
was once deliver'd to the Saints, and planted 
amongſt us. And the quick Sale, the re- 
peated Editions, the eager Call for ſuch 
Antichriſtian Books and Pamphlets, is too 
evident a Proof of the fatal Succeſs they 
meet with. And [hall not God viſit for theſe 
Things? Will not his Soul be avenged of ſuch 
a Nation as this? —- His Power in Govern- 
ment, his Authority in the Church, has been 
long controverted and impugned; the Di- 
vinity of his Bleſſed Son denied; his Miracle; 
blaſphemed and ridiculed; there wanted 
nothing to finiſh the hideous Monſter, but 
the Denial of his very Being, and arraign- 
ing the Truth of his Word. — Neither is 
this done in a Corner, nor are the Partics 
unknown, who combine in carrying on this 
War againſt Heaven ! The mighty Cham- 
pions are not afraid to appear, who come to 
deſy the Armies of the Living God : We 
know them, and who are their Abettors. 
In Life they triumph, not only with Impu- 
nity, but Favour and Applauſe: and in 
Death are crown'd with Panegyrick and 

| Praiſe. 
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Praiſe. * And what Pains is taken, what 
Diligence, what Zeal employ'd, to progagate 
theſe accurſed Tares, and promote the King- 
dom of Darkneſs ! What Confederacies form'd, 
what Conſultations held, what Schemes con- 
certed, for the utter Subverſion of our Holy 
Church, and the Religion ſhe profeſſes? We 
ſee what Parts and Provinces are ſeverally aſ- 
ſigned to theſe Infernal Miſſionaries. how 
ſome are engaged in attacking her Ceremonzes, 
and Power, ſome her Orders and Sacraments, 
and others her very Being and Conſtitution ; 
ſome by Stratagem ſeeking to undermine her 
Foundations, others, more daring, fighting 
againſt her [aperto Marte] in the open Field; 
and oh! that ſome of her very Clergy, ſome 
of her own Sons, were not of this unhappy 
Number ! Others, whom we may challenge 
the moſt + barbarous Antiquity, all the Na- 
tions and Ages of the World to parallel, have 
liſted themſelves profeſſedly to declaim againſt 
all Virtue, and to applaud Vice ; they are not 
aſhamed to extol and recommend Lewdneſs, 
to defend Sacrilege, and patronize Murther, 


* See the State ot Letters for 7h), 1730. {> Scabant 
mutuo muts. 

+ Nulla fuit unquam (ſaid * Eraſmus) tam Craſſa Factio 
Philoſophiæ, quæ docuerit Pecuniam Hominem reddere Felicem - 
nulla tam Impudens, que in vulgaribus iſtis Honoribus aut 
Voluptatibus Finem Boni conſtituerit. But we have lived 
to ſee ſuch ſtupid and impuaent Philoſophers, as to be un- 
worthy the very Title of Minute. 


* Adhort. ad Chriſtiane Phileſ. Studium. 
Cven 
R | 
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even the Murther of Sovereign Princes, ſtri- 
ving with all their Might to confound all 
Notions of Virtue and Vice, and, if poſſible, 
to invert the very Nature of Good and Evil. 


Many other Crimes, of a moſt horrible and 
monſtrous kind, are found amongſt us, ſuch 
as Rapes, Inceſt, Sodomy, open and notorious 
Profanation of the Lord's Day, by Gaming, 
&c. which falling under the Cognizance of 
the Civil Magiſtrate, are puniſhable by the 
Laws of the Land; and, with many other of 
our moſt reigning Vices, might be ſuppreſſed, 
were thoſe Laws put vigorouſly in Execution. 
But the Impieties of the deepe/? Die, not meet- 
ing with the Recompence of Reward they 
juſtly deſerve, but rather the Benefit of a To- 
leration, thro' the unhappy and too licentious 
Liberty of the Preſs, or the pretended Want 
of ſufficient Laws, * or rather, the real Want 
of Zeal, * and a ſupine Remiſſneſs of Diſci- 
pline, do in ſuch Impunity, carry the ſurer 
and more certain Omens of Divine Vengeance 
ready to break upon us. It is Time for 
Thee, Lord, to lay to THINE Hand, for 
THEY have deſtroy'd thy Law, Pſal. cxix,--- 
Of the Committers, (I had almoſt faid, the 
Permitters) of ſuch Crimes, we may ſay in the 


*The Act of 9 and 10 Vll. III. for ſuppreſſing Blaſ- 
 phemy and Profaneneſs, which I am credibly inform'd hath 
never yet been put in Execution, is a ſtanding Monument 
that the Defect is rather in our Zeal, than in our Laws. 


Words 
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Words of Maſes. Theſe have corrupted them- 
ſelves, their Spot is not the Spot of His Chil- 
dren ; they are a froward Generation; Cbil- 
dren in whom is NO FAITH. They are a 
Nation void of Counſel, neither 1s there Under- 
flanding in them, Deut. XXX11, 


pe HESE, O Lord moſt Holy, O God 
moſt Mighty, O Holy and moſt Mer- 
citul Saviour, Thou moſt worthy Judge Eter- 
nal, theſe are the Tokens which diſtinguiſh 
our preſent Times ; theſe the Crimes, which, 
with their hundred Hands, while they ſeek 
to pull Thee down from thy Throne, are in- 
deed drawing down thy Fudgments upon 
our guilty Heads; nor can we expect to 
eſcape the Vengeance of Heaven, except our 
' Repentance and Humiliation be as publick 
and exemplary as our Iniquities haye been 
notoriouſly provoking. But, alas! who is 
there amongſt us that layeth theſe Things 
to Heart, that trembleth at thy Word, that 
ſtirreth himſelf up to take hold of thy 
Strength, that he may make Peace with 
Thee? Have we not rather ſtiffen'd our 
Necks, deſpiſed thy Laws, and refus'd to 
hear? When Thou calledſt to Weeping, and 
to Mourning, and to girding with Sackloth, 
behold Joy and Gladneſs, flaying Oxen and 


killing Sheep, eating Fleſh and drinking 
Wine. We haye not returned to the Lord 


God, 


[16 ] 


God, from whom we have dceply reyolted : 
we have not forſaken any of our evil 
Ways, by which we have provok'd thy 
foreſt Diſpleature; but our Tranſgreſſions 
are rather multiphed before thee, every Year 
producing ſome new, and before unheard of 
Impiety amongſt us; ſo that our Sins teſtify 
againſt us, our Tranſgreſſions are ſtill with 
us, adding ſtill more and more to our Loads 
of Guilt : And as for our Iniquities, we 
know them ; yet have we not been afraid 
of thy Judgments. — We cannot plead 
Jenorance in Extenuation of our Guilt : Our 
Sins are too flagrant to bear, or eyen pretend 
to, an Excuſe; but rather in Defiance of 
thoſe Hoes thou haſt denounced againſt them, 
we go on to draw Iniquity with Cords of 
Vanity, and fin as it were with a Cart-rope : 
Yea, we are not afraid to challenge thy 
Vengeance to make Speed, and to haſten thy 
Work, that we may fce it. We are not 
aſhamed to call Evil Good, and Good Evil, 
to put Darknefs for Light, and Light for 
Darknefs, to put Bitter for Sweet, and Sweet 
for Bitter. — We pride ourſelves in our 
own Wiſdom, and are too prudent in our 
own Sight, to learn the Wiſdom which is 
from above. We value ourſelves that we are 
mighty to drink Wine, and Men of Strength 
to mingle Strong Drink, We impiouſly 
juſtify the Wicked for Reward, and take 

away 
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away the Righteouſneſs of the Righteous 
from him. Therefore, as the Fire devoureth 
* the Stubble, and the Flame conſumeth the 
Cha/7, ſo may we expect, that our Root ſhall 
be as Rottenneſs, and our Bloſſom go up as 
Duſt, becauſe we have caſt away the Law of 
the Lord of Hoſts, and deſpiſed the Word of 
the Holy One of 1ſrael. Yea, ungodly Men 
are riſen up amongſt us, who not only de- 
ſpiſe and neglect thy holy Word, not only 
pervert and wreſ? it to ſupport the moſt per- 
nicious Errors, and even to overthrow the 
whole Syſtem of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
our holy Faith in thy Bleſſed Son's Divinity, 
which is the Rock and Foundation whereon 
it is built; but have the Boldneſs to attack 
the very Canon of Scripture, and with all the 
Sophiſtry of infernal Wit and Malice to diſ- 
pute, explode, and even deride the ſacred 
Truths contain'd therein. This Spirit of 
Profaneneſs is gone forth as a Plague; it 
ſpreads its Infection far and wide; both 
High and Low, Rich and Poor, our very 
Children and Servants are ſeized with the 
deadly Contagion. — O God! to what 
Times are we reſerved! O God! who can 
hear theſe Things without Horror and Amage- 
ment, that has the leaſt Spark of Piety re- 
maining ? — Horror, at Sins of ſo enor- 
mous a Size; .Amazement and Wonder, that 
We yet are not as S9gom and Gomorrah : 
0 Horror to ſee Men, even in a Chriſtian 
5 D Country, 
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Country, furpaſſing the very Devils * in 
Blaſphemy and Profaneneſs : Amazement, to 
{ce Thee ſo patient and forbearing ? 
What ſhall we ſay, or whither ſhall we turn, 
ſeeing we have forſaken 'Thee, and ſeem, 
even by the very Indulgence thou haſt 
hitherto ſhewn, to be forſaken of thee? So 
that Mercy itſelf is become a Fudgment, and 
we ſeem to be given up, as in a deſperate 
Caſe, to the Power, as well as Guilt, of the 
moſt abandoned Crimes. — For why ſhould 
we be * afar any more, the whole Head is ſick, 
and the whole Heart faint : from the Sole of 
the Foot even to the Head, there is no Sound- 
neſs in it, but Wounds and Bruiſes and putri- 


Jing Sores ; they have not been cloſed, neither 


ound up, neither mollified with Ointment, 
Ifa. 1. 


But, O Lord! is there not a Remnant, a 
ſmall Remnant among us, that fear thy 
Name, that mourn and ſigh for all theſe Abo- 
minations ? and wilt thou deſtroy the Righ- 


teous with the Wicked? That, O Lord, be 


far from thee. Is not thy Cv Rc amongſt 


* See Mar. i. 24. &c. —— The Devil confeſſed our 
Lord to be the Holy One; but the PERVERTERS of Scrip- 
ture Doctrine deny him to be Good; and no wonder their 
Diſciples ſhould improve that Socinian Negative into a 
more blaſphemous Affirmation, that the Holy Jeſus was a 
downright Impoſtor, and the worſt of Men. The horrible 


Tenets of Hool. and others are but the neceſſary Deductions 


from ſuch Heretical Poſitions. 


us, 
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us, in herſelf a moſt pure, holy and unſpot- 
ted Church? a Church! that abhors all theſe. 
Abominations, either in Faith or Practice, 
which the Hereticks and Atheiſts of the Age 
ſo induſtriouſly "ous amongſt us? A 
Church / that is ſo implacably hated by 
theſe her Enemies at home, as well as her 
Adverſaries without, for her perfect Purity 
of Doctrine, and Orthodoxy of Faith; A 
Church / moſt zealouſly tenacious of the Di- 
yinity of her cver-bleſſed Head, and thus 
perſecuted for his very Sake, ſuffering with 
him, and for him. And careſt thou not that 
it periſh? Or is thy Hand ſhorten'd, that it 
cannot ſave? © Where is thy Zeal and thy 
& Strength, the ſounding of thy Bowels and 
« of thy Mercies towards us? Are they re- 
« ſtrain'd ? doubtleſs thou art Our Father, 
“ Our Redeemer, thy Name is from ever- 
& laſting ; we are thine; thou neyer bear- 
& eſt Rule over them; they are not called 
by thy Name. O be not wroth very ſore, 
neither remember Iniquity for ever. Be- 
hold! ſee! we beſeech thee, and ſpare 
«& thy People, the Tribe of thine Inheri- 
& rance, ” — O ſpare thy Church, and all 
that love her, for thy Mercy ſake in Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
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The Lamentation of St. Auguſtine before the 
Sacking of Hippo by the Goths. 


Ante oculos tuos, Domine, Kc, 


Efore thine Eyes, O Lord, we exhibit 

the Particular of our Crimes, and with 
it the Miſeries thoſe Crimes have brought 
on us. 

If we ſet the Evil we have done againſt 
the Evils we ſuffer, how ſhort is what we 
endure of the Puniſhment we deſerve ! 

How heavy is the Guilt we have incurred: 
how light the Chaſtening we have hitherto 
ſuſtained ! 

We feel the Smart of thy Scourge, yet re- 
main incorrigible as ever in our Sins. 

Our Weakneſs ſhrinks under the Sharp- 
neſs of thy Correction, but our Perverſeneſs 
is ſtill the ſame. 

Our Conſcience 1s racked and tortured 
with Guilt, our Neck is yet too ſtiff to bend. 

Our Life pines away in Sorrow, in Pra- 
ctice is not reformed. 

If thou ſpare, we are not amended ; if 
thou chaſtiſe, we are not able to endure. 

Under thy Rod we acknowledge our 
Faults ; when the Viſitation is oyer, we for- 
get all we feared. 


if 


0 
* 


If thou lift up thy Hand, we are full of 


our Promiſes ; if thou lay by the Sword, we 


regard not to pay them. 

If thou ftrike, we cry out aloud to ſpare; 
if thou ſpare, we provoke thee again to 
ſtrike. 

Lo, guilty we plead, and cannot but 
confeſs; and periſh we muſt, except thou 
forgive. 

Grant us, O Father, the Petitions we ask, 
tho' unworthy to receive; yet this Being 


thou haſt given us, that ſo it might be in our 


Power to become thy Petitioners, thro? Jeſus 
our Lord. Amen. 


PART 


PART UI. 


of the State of Religion amongſt us. 


F F from the publick and more noto- 


© faneneſs, we turn our Eyes to take 
a View of the State of Virtue and 
Religion amongſt us, what ſhall we find even 
here, but Darkneſs and Diſorder ? — Alas! 
the very Foundations of the Earth are out of 
Courſe. | 


Of true Chriſti- Wherefore paſling by all who 
e Ae are out of the Pale of the Church, 
| all that ſeparate from us, either 

thro* Principle or Prejudice, namely, the 
Diffenter of every kind on one hand, the 
Infidel and Irreligious on the other, ſtill the 
Reſidue we might well hope and expect, 
under the Favour and Protection of a legal 
Eſtabliſbment, as well as for the intrinſick 
Excellence and infinite Importance of the 
Truths they profeſs; we might, I ſay, with 
h Reaſon 


A further Charafter of the Times, and | 


rious Scenes of Immorality and Pro- 
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Reaſon expect the Pious and Orthodox would 
far out-number all the Sects and oppolite 
Parties whatſoever. But, alas! it is not ſo 
with us: for if we take our Eſtimate from 
the Congregations that frequent our Churches 
(and this ſeems the trueſt Way of computing 
Chriſs Servants) if we obſerve who they 
are, that attend his Houſe and Service, I fear 
they will fall vaſtly ſhort in Number of thoſe 
Abſentees, who neglect, or apoſtatize from 
our Communion, even tho” we ſhould make 
our Review on the Sundays, and moſt publick 
Days of aſſembling together. But, 1f from 
theſe we ſtrike off all that come for Faſhion 
or Formality on the Sundays, and certain high 
Feſtivals, and reckon ſuch only, as for pure 
Devotion attend the publick Worſhip at other 
Seaſons and on the ordinary Days of the Week; 
or count ſuch, as ſtay to receive the Holy 
Euchariſt on the Days appointed for it, how 
ſmall, how very ſmall a Number will the 
Flock of Chriſt be reduc'd to! A mere Army 
of Gideon, —— not one in ten left! And, 
alas! for thoſe who are moſt conſtant at the | 
publick Prayers and Sacraments, we cannot 
fay, nor does it appear by their Lives and 

Converſations, that they are all Saints, that 

they have all the Power of Godlineſs, as well 

as the Form. 1 
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Irreverent But ſurely nothing can give a 
183 more juſt and melancholy Idea of 

the deplorable Decay of Piety and 
Devotion, nothing more truly and ſadly ex- 
preſs our real Character, as to Pzety, than 
the general Misbehaviour of our Congrega- 
tions during the Time of Divine Service. 
Whoever compares our common Deport— 
ment in Church with the Rubricks of our 
Liturgy and the Canons of our Church, muſt 
be convinc'd, that the far greater Number 


of the People are either ſhamefully ignorant 


of the Rule, or more ſhamefully negligent 
of that Order and Unity of Geſture and He- 


haviour which it preſcribes. So that in Ef- 


te& our Congregations are for the moſt part 
rather an Aſſembly of Non-Conformiſts and 
Diſſenters, than obedient and genuine Mem- 
bers of the Church of England; a diſorderly 
Multitude, rather than a regular Society; 
Strangers at leaſt, if not profels'd Enemies, to 
the Aci of Uniformity, by which our Church 
is eftabliſh'd, and her Ceremonies enjoyn'd: 
openly violating one of the yery chief of 
all our Laws, as well as all Decency and 
Diſcipline, as if they came thither on pur- 
pole to affront the moſt High God iu his 
ewn Houſe, to inſult the Church's Authority, 
and ſhew their Contempt of all Laws Human 
and Divine. 


— 


cannot 
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1 cannot here omit another ſcandalous 
Profanation, which is grown univerſal, the 
ſuffering Dogs to come into our Churches ; 
yea, to ſtay there during the very Time of 
adminiſtring the Holy Communion : ſurely 
there are Laws of the Church and proper 


Officers appointed to prevent this Abomina- 


tion; and ſhall Beaſts be admitted into the 
Sanctuaries ? Shall Dogs be allow'd a Tolera- 
tion? The Voice of Nature in all Nations 
has pronounced a Dog an unclean and pro- 
fane Animal. The Proverb couples it with 
the Serpent (Cane pejus & Angue) to expreſs 
a more than ordinary Deteſtation ; and it 
was ſo noted a Cuſtom in antient Times to 
keep Dogs out of Temples and Churches, 
that the very Scripture, to denote the Ex- 
cluſion of ungodly Men out of the Heavenly 
Jeruſalem, expreſſes it by this Hieroglyphi- 
cal Saying, — Without are Dogs, Rev. xxii. 
15. and joins them with Sorcerers, and Whore- 
mongers, and Adulterers, and Tdolaters, &c. 
—— This is the Company the Divine Oracle 
aſſorts them with. Can it then be fit to let 
thoſe filthy Creatures into the Aſſemblies of 


' Chriſtians, into that Houſe of God on Earth, 


which is conſecrated to his Seryice, and 
ſhould both in its Uſe and SanQtity, reſem- 
ble his Houſe in Heaven ? *Tis monſtrous, 
tis amazing, that it ſhould be ſuffer'd; and 


nothing can account for ſo palpable an In- 
: E decency, 


4 
— — — 


—— — — 
. — = - . 
— * 
— — — 
= * —. 2 — * 


N 
— —œ 
_—_ = 


.-- 
——_— 
— — 


Trboute, —— 2 ů non) , 4 eas —— — — 


. 


222 2 he =o a as 


—— — 


„ 


A 
_——— 


—ů— — 


LS.» 
I 


2 om——_—— —” _ I - 


rr —— 

— . * — * WW? . 

a . SIS : k - bv 2 +. 
„ — 


1 


4.9 


Wu — — 


— — ae. 2 
r : wn > --— 7; 
r 


. rn 
HO. * 


— r 
— 20 


wy 
. 
4 
. 
1 


260 


decency, but the general Indolence and Spi- 
rit of Indifference in ſacred Things, which 
poſſeſſes both Prieſt and People. 


Irreverence The Time would fail me, ſhould 
in reading, we go thro' all the Defects, where- 
_ Jeon With the Beauty of our Publick 
monPrayer. Service is blemiſh'd and deform'd, 

The very Liturgy and Form itſelf, 
than which nothing can be more excellent 
and compleat, is too often expos'd to Con- 
tempt, or made of no Effect, by the ſupine 
and indevout Performance of him that i- 
ciates., The cold and lukewarm Reſpor/c; 
made by ſome, by others none; the ſilent or 
lifeleſs Amens, which in the firſt Ages of 
Chriſtianity were pronounced like a Peal of 
Thunder; the ſettled attention, which we 
cannot but obſerye in many, to the reading 
of the Scriptures ; and above all, the ſhame- 
leſs Pratings and Whiſperings of others, even 
of Perſons pretending to Politeneſs of Man- 
ners and good Breeding, while the Great 
GOD is ſpeaking to them in thoſe divine 
Leſſous, which the Church has choſen with 
ſuch admirable Propriety for their Inſtruction, 
are ſuch Aggravations of the common and 
almoſt univerſal Neglect of Uniformity, a 
well as Piety; that we cannot but juſtly ap- 
prehend the Divine Vengeance is ready to 
break forth on ſuch a People as this, and to 


remoye our Candleſtick from us. How ca! 
we 
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we expect from God a much longer Conti- 


nuance of his Church to us, which is no leſs 
flighted and deſpiſed by her own Children 
and Friends, than ſhe is mortally hated by 
her profeſſed Ad verſaries? 


If next we viſit the Families * 
of thoſe who profeſs to be of the "xe. 
Church, where ſhall we find the tion; 


leaſt Foot ſteps of ſuch a Profeſ- 


fon? Where, ſo much as the Form or Ap- 


pearance of any Religion at all? What Maſter 
calls his Family to Morning and Evening 
Prayer? inſtructs his Children and Servants 
in their Duty, or takes any Care at all of 
their immortal Souls, or indeed ſeems to 
think himſelf under any Obligation ſo to 
do? — If we attend them at 

their Meals, how few ſhall we e 3 
hear ſanctifying them with 

Thankſgiving and Prayer! 1 Tim. iv. How 
baniſh'd is Gr act from almoſt every Table ! 
or, where ſome Remains of it are leſt, tis 
mutter'd over with ſuch Hurry or Indiffe- 
rence, or elſe committed to ſome Child, or 
Seryant to perform, as if God were not wor- 
thy to be thanked for the Bread he beſtows; 
or the Maſter or Miſtreſs of the Houſe were 


#00 good to pay him a decent and reſpectful 


Homage for the Neceſſaries and Comforts 


they enjoy by his Bounty. 
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| Aud if this be our Practice in 
on, ore bac common and publick Life, what 
muſt we think of the more re- 

tir'd Acts of Devotion, which our holy Re- 
ligion requires of us, the Duties of the Cloſet? 
When,or how are theſe perform'd ? — What 
may we judge of the Uſe of the Means of 
Grace , thoſe Means eſpecially by which we 
might recover ourſelves, and propitiate our 
offended God, Secret Faſting 
and Mortifications * — Theſe, 
alas! theſe Acts and Exerciſes 
of Penitential Diſcipline are grown not only 
into a ſtrange Diſaſe, but into ſome Degree 
of Scorn amongſt us. For any to ſet apart 
Days to fa and pray, and humble their 
Souls in ſecret before God, tho” they do it 
without Affectation, and in the Sincerity of 
their Hearts; yet, except they can contrive 
to conceal it from the Knowledge of others, 
they will but expoſe themſelves to Reproach 
and Contempt, and be branded with the 
odious Character of Papiſis, or Malecontents, 


Super /titious or Preciſe, mere Bigots or brain- 
ſick Fools. 


Penitential Ex- 
erciſes. 


| From this unhappy Declen- 
1 ſion of Private Devotion pro- 
ceeds the more notorious and 

ſcandalous Neglect of the Vigil, Faſts, and 
Times of 4b/tinence preſcrib'd by our K * 
Theſe 
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Theſe are look'd upon as Works. of mere 
Supererogation, if not a 'Tendency to fall off 


to another Church. So blindly prejudiced 
are ſome, as if the ſtricter and higher Senſe 
we have of the Duty incumbent on us to 
fulfil all Righteouſneſs, and pay a faithful and 
uniform Obedience to the Orders and Autho- 
rity of our Holy Mother, the Church of Eng- 
land, were a Mark of our Diſlike to, and 
forſaking her Communion. 


„ The very Notice of our 
« regular and appointed Faſſs, 
« however enjoyn'd publickly 
« to be given, as the Days are at hand, as 
&« well as the Obſervation of them, has been 
« neglected ſo long and ſo generally, that 
« the Iuſtitution itſelf is, with the Multitude, 
« grown into Contempt. So far has the 
“ Poiſon of the late Innovating Factions pre- 
« vail'd, and ſtill operates, that Faſtings and 
Mortification are ſcarce now-adays look'd 
“ upon as any Part of Chriſtian Duty; but 
e rather all Appointments thereto, tho' com- 
* mended by the Goſpel, as well as enjoyn'd 

by the Church, are cry'd out againſt as 
„ Monkery, Will-worſhip, Bodily Exerciſe, 
« and profiting nothing. Inſomuch that 
* Men, otherwiſe regular, have been, and 
daily are, hurry'd along in this licentious 


Notice neglect- 
ed to be given. 


2 


Stream to the violating and affronting that 


very Reformation, and that moſt excellent 
Con- 
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«© Conſtitution, which they themſelyes from 
« their Hearts approve and magnify. 


"WR Where ſhould we end, were 
mo we to enumerate all the particular 
Violations of the Orders and In- 
junctions of our Church? Is not our Caſc, 
in many Inſtances, too much like that of 
the Fews, Like People, like Prieſt? But as 
we come not this Day with a Phariſaical Ar- 
rogance to juſtify, but to humble and condemn 
ourſelyes, and would lady draw a Veil over 
the Faults or Failings of our Spiritual Ta- 
thers, let it ſuffice barely to name ſome of 
thoſe, which are too notorious to be hid, and 
cannot but offend the Eyes of God, and of 
all ſerious Chriſtians, whoſe Sighs and Tears 
they call for on this our Day of Trouble, and 
of Rebuke, and of Humiliation ; viz. 


Neglect of Diſcipline, even of that which 
is in Force. 

Promiſcuous Admiſſions to the Holy Com- 
munion. 

Unreaſonable Pluralities. 

Non-Reſidences. 

Neglect of ſtrict Converſation; 

—— of Viſiting the Flock; 

of Conſcientious Dealing with the 
Sick; | | 

—— — of Conferring with Recuſants; 
——----of Catechiſing. | 


Unfruitful | 


e 


*** 


3 Ca 
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Unfruitful Preaching, florid Diſcourſes, 
but without Unction, or Addreſs to the 


Conſcience. 
Reading Prayers and Leſſons without due 
Reverence, or Regard to Devotion or 


Edification. 


Theſe, and whatever other Errors there 
may be in the Conduct of our Clergy, we 


mention them not by way of Reproach, but 


with Sorrow and deep Concern, as Failings 
that /hould be reform'd, and cannot be con- 
ceal'd. And tho' to the Praiſe of God's 
Grace, and the Honour of our Church and 
Clergy in general, the worſt of theſe Ble- 
miſhes are found comparatively but in few ; 
yet, as they have been made the Subject of 
Reproach by the Enemies of our Church, 


and a Stone of Stumbling and Rock of Offence 


to our weaker Brethren, we cannot omit them 


in the black Catalogue of this 
Day's Confeſſions. The Church Neglect of Ec- 


clefaſtical Di- 


| herſelf acknowledges a DefeF (line. 
in her Diſcipline, and * wiſhes 2 


it might be reſtor d: To which all her faith- 


ful Members ſay, Amen. And Oh! that 
thoſe, whoſe Province and Duty it is to e- 
fore ſuch old Godly Diſcipline, may at length 


effect this our Church's WIS H. But, alas! 


in the mean time, while we complain that 


* In the Commination Office. 


the 
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the antient Diſcipline cannot take place, do 
we truly and effectually put in Execution ſuch 
Diſcipline, and ſuch Laws, as are at preſent 
in full Force? or has not rather a Slumber 
invaded thoſe, who are to promote, and thoſe 
who are to execute theſe Laws ? Is not the 
moſt enormous Corruption of Manners, which 


overſpreads the whole Nation, to be charg'd 


in a great Meaſure upon the Remi/sneſs, or 
Abuſe of thoſe Powers Eccleſiaſtical, where- 
with ſome are intruſted ? — © The very 
« practiſing of our own Rules might have 
« prevented, and would ſtill anſwer moſt of 
c the Exceptions, that Men have rais'd againſt 
« our Church. And as we are wanting to 
« ourſelves in our Vindication againſt our 
« Ad verſaries in nothing more, than not 
« keeping cloſe to our own Rubricks and 
« Canons; 1o the only ſure and effectual 
« Way of reſtoring our Virtue as Men, and 
« true Piety as CHriſtians, muſt be the re- 
« ſtoring of our Church's Diſcipline, and 
c inforcing the Execution of her Laws, and 
« the Laws of the Land, by which ſhe is 


« eftabliſh'd. 


22 ee Leaving the Church as a 
Compliances Collective Body, proceed we 

next to examine ſtill more par- 
ticularly into the Lives of her avow'd Mem- 
bers. And, 1. There are many who profeſs 
both a high Veneration for her, and great 


Love 
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Love for God, and perhaps are ſtrictly ob- 


ſeryarit of the outward Means of Grace; and 
the common Points of Diſcipline and good 
Order; but in their general Converſation 
differ little or nothing from the People of 
the World ; yea, they contract and keep up 
Friendſhips and Intimacies with Perſons of 
bad, or ſuſpected Characters, either as to Vir- 
tue or Religion; they joyn with them in 
the ſame Parties of Pleaſure, the ſame idle 


Expences, vain Faſhions, and vainer Diver- 


ſions, even Maſquarades and exceſſive Ga- 
ming, the very Pomps and Vanities of this 
wicked World, which they had ſolemnly re- 


nounc'd in their Baptiſm, and as often re- 


hounce again, as they come to the Lord's 
Table. — By this Means, to wit, a fair out- 
fide Shew of Religion on one hand, and moſt 
unjuſtifiable Compllances with the Enemies 


of it on the other, theſe good People do more 


Harm in the World, than the very Athei/ts 
and Reprobates ; while by their Countenance 
they encourage and confirm the Micted in 
their Impieties, and beguile unlearned and un- 


Fable Souls by their unhappy and unguarded 


Examples, into the Broad-way that leadeth 
to Deſtruction. How would theſe cruel Ef- 
fects of ſuch a ſeemingly good-natur'd Com- 
plaiſance, ſtrike their Souls with Horror and 
Confuſion, did they feriouſly lay theſe 
Things to Heart! 


F Another 


* 
x. 
4 * 

L 


— — — — - 


Party-Spirit. 


341 


Another ſort of Religious Per- 
ſons, who do much Hurt both to 
Church and State, are thoſe who give them- 
ſelyes up to the Spirit of Party, on either Side 
the Queſtion. Both Extremes are as diſtant 
from true Charity, as they are from each 
other: 'Truth here, as in the Caſe of all 
other Extremes, lies in the Middle: To ex- 


ceed the due Bounds on either hand, betrays 


neceſſarily into Sin and Error, Let others 


diſpute, which Extreme is the moſt Criminal; ' 


but the Chri/#ian's Duty is to avoid both : let 
him conſider rather our Lord's Conduct with 
reſpect to Cz/ar, and mind that ſharp Rebuke, 
and wiſe Advice, he gave to Peter, when he 
meddled with Politicks, | asking, HEN 
the Kingdom ſhould be RESTOR'D to Iſrael, | 
What is that to thee? follow thou me. Did 
ſome, otherwiſe pious Men, conſider how 
far their unhappy Conduct, in thus imitating 
of Peter, rather than following the wholſome 
Counſel and Example of their Lord and Maſter, 
has contributed to the greateſt Evils, which 
our poor Church groans under, and this Day 
deplores, © the Tears would run down their 
* Cheeks as a River, they would not be com- 
« forted for the Hurt they have done to the 
« Daughter of Sn, ”*-——tho' not ſo deſign'd. 
——O that God may open their Eyes to ſee 
the Miſtake, as well as Evil, of that Proce- 
dure, before it be too late! 
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From this general Deſcrip- 
tion of our Manners, paſs we on 
to the Examination of that Inter- 
nal Virtue and Piety, which our Religion 
requires, and which conſtitutes the true [/rael 
of God, that Communion of Saints, which we 
profeſs, and truly believe, to be in our 
Church, — Theſe, we know, were ever a 
fmall Fock; for Many are called, but Few are 
choſen. But if this Flock were always Uttle, 
even in Proportion to the nominal Profeſſors 
of Chriſtianity, much more in Compariſon of 
the World, how very ſmall is their Number 
#07, in this degenerate Age, theſe laſt Days 
and Dregs of Time! Where ſhall we find 
them ? where ſhall we look for them ? 


Internal Reli- 


gion, 


A Communion doubtleſs they are, as they 


have a Fellowſhip with God and each other, 
in all the Eygentials of true Religion, being 
Oze Body, and of One Spirit, having One 


Lord, One Faith, One Baptiſm, One GO D 


and Father of all- But they are Secret Ones, 
not only as they are Saints, and fo ſeen and 
certainly known to God only, and to their 
| wy Shepherd the Lord Feſus, John x. 14. 

ut even as Members of our Church, and 


Profeſſors of her Faith; they are ſo ſecret, 


as to be /carce viſible, and % known. —— 
There may, we hope, be many Thouſands in 


dur 1/rael, who have not bowed the Knee to 


Paal; but by what Marks ſhall we diſcover 
j 2b E 2 them ? 
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them? Where ſhall we find that EVential 
Character of a burning and ſhining Light, by 
which the Diſciples of Jeſus ſhould be di- 
ſtinguiſn'd, more eſpecially in theſe Anti- 
chriſtian Days, to do Honour to God, and to 
Juſtify the Truth and Power of his holy Re- 
. ligion? Where is that other 
_—— an Mark of a holy Zeal for the bleſ- 
ſed Goſpel of his Son, and that 
earneſi contending for the Faith, which was 
once arlivered to the Saints? —— © Search 
© TFeruſalem with Candles, and run to and 
& fro thro” the Streets thereof, and ſee now 
« and know, and ſeek in the broad Places 
„% thercof, if ye can find a Man, that has 
this true Chriflian Fortitude, that is va- 
liant for the 'Truth, that has a Zeal in any 
Meaſure equal to the Cauſe we are to main- 
tain, to the Importance of thoſe Truths we 
believe, or even to that wicked Induſtry, 
wherewith our Enemies are indefatigably 
labouring to overthrow them. Alas! this 
pious Ardour, this holy Courage, is loſt 
amongſt us. We rather hide ourſelyes in 
Holes and Corners of the Earth, like the 
22 in the Days of Saul, 1 Sam. xiii. We 
orſa ke the Fight, and turn ourſelves back 
in the Day of Battle. — We weep (and 
weep we may) in ſecret, and mourn ſore 
Iike Doves; but who has the Reſolution to 
fight with this Go/jah, to be the Lord's 
Champion, “ to hazard their Lives unto the 
Death 
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« Death in the high Places of the Field, to 


« come forth to the Help of the Lord, to 
© the Help of the Lord againſt the Mighty? 


Bur have we not contended 
with the Enemy by Elaborate 
Writings, Learned Sermons, Ar- 
gute Diſputations ? True : But what 
Ground has been gaind? what Impreſſions 


Controverſial 


Writings. 


made on the Enemy? yea, have we not ra- 


ther for ſome Years paſt, 4% Ground conſide- 
rably? —— or were theſe the Means the 
Holy Jeſus and his Apoſtles uſed, to prevail 
againſt the Prejudice of the Jews, and the 
Oppoſition of the whole Gentile World? 
Were theſe the Yeapons by which the noble 
Army of Martyrs overcame ? St.Paul tells us, 
it was not. He came, as he himſelf affirms, 
« not with Excellency of Speech or of Wiſ- 


dom, when he declared the Teſtimony of 


God. — He determined not to know any 
Thing amongſt them, ſave IE SuS CHRIST, 
and him Cxvciritp. His Speech and his 
„ Preaching was not with inticing Words of 
„Man's Wiſdom, but in Demonſtration of 
« the Spirit, and of Power. —— And elſe- 
where he ſaith of Himſelf, and the other 
Apoſtles, — “ Tho' we walk in the Fleſh, 
« we do not war after the Fleſh ; for the 
* Weapons of our Warfare are not carnal, 
but mighty thro' God, to the pulling 


| & down of ſtrong Holds, caſting down Ima- 


6c ginations 


E 

« ginations and every high Thing that ex- 
« alteth itſelf againſt the Knowledge of 
«© God, and bringing into Captivity every 
« 'Thought to the Obedience of Chriſt. 
Theſe were the Methods us'd in planting 
Chriſttanity ; and ſuch as theſe muſt cer- 
tainly be the moſt proper for reſtoring it 
again, We fay not this to condemn or de- 
preciate the Works of any, who, in the In- 
tegrity of their Hearts, have employ'd their 
Talents in defending our common Faith. 
But, alas! this is not ſufficient, and appears, 
by the Succeſs, not to be the moſt efeZuat 
Way. To enter into a ſolemn Argument with 
an Atheiſt, is, in Effect, doing Honour to 
his Cauſe, and putting it on the ſame Level 
with the Truth. Gravely to fit down and 
confute the profane Scoffings, the horrid, but 
abſurd, Railery of a notorious Blaſphemer 
and profeſſed Infidel; is it not giving that 
which is Holy unto Dogs? is it not caſting 
our Pearls before Swine ? And if they tram- 
ple them under their Feet, as they do, and 
turn again and rent us, whom may we thank 
but ourſelyes ? 


« But this is all that can be done; all that 
„the Times will bear. — God grant this 
may not be judg'd an inſufficient Plea at the 
Great Day. —— Is our Church quite diſarm'd 
then? Has ſhe 20 Weapons left but Prayers 
and Tears, to defend her? no Arms but the 
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Pen and the Tongue to chaſtize withal ? Is it 


the Iniquity of the Times, that has ſo ba- 


niſb'd all Diſcipline? or is it not rather the 


Neglect of Diſcipline, which has occaſioned this 
: deplorable Iniquity of the Times? What Con- 
- tempt would our Penal and Municipal Laws 
| fink into; how would Injuſtice, Murther, 
and the moſt flagrant Villanies abound 1n 


the State, ſhould the Civil Sword ſleep thus 


in the Sheath, and be laid aſide? Or fhould 


the Judge on the Bench enter into a formal 
Diſpute with every Malefactor to convince 


him of the Naughtineſs and Injuſtice of his 
Actions, and make a grave Harangue on the 


Principles of Moral Good and Evil, ſuſpend- 
ing the Sentence, due by the Law to the 


Crime, to wait the Iſſue and Succeſs of the 
Controverſy; or print the learned Debate 


for the Ule of the Publick ? 


But enough of this, and I fear too much; 


few being likely to reckon this Way of de- 
fending our Faith, among the Faults of our 
Church, much leſs as a Fault, which con- 
' tributes to her greater Danger, and to in- 


creaſe the Divine Diſpleaſure againſt her; 


and fewer ſtill are thoſe, who, tho' they call 
themſelves her Friends, will yet be induc'd 


to mend this Fault, by attempting the Re- 


moval of the Cauſe in the more proper Man- 
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ner, and laying the Ax to the Root of the 


Tree. Such a Paſs are we come to now, 
that 


L 40 ] 
that not only Chriſtianity, but the vety fitſt 
Principles of all Religion are call'd in queſtion. 
——-Now, if he who faith but in his Heart, 
there is no God, 1s a Fool, he that ſpeaks it 
out, muſt he downright mad; and to argue 
with ſuch, is no leſs weak, than (I had al- 
moſt ſaid) impious. For God is Light; and 
what Evidenee can Light want, except itſelf, 
to prove its own Exiſtence? All may ſee it, 
that have Eyes, and will; but 'tis impoſſible 
to convince the real and wilfully Blind. To 
anſwer ſuch Fools according to their Folly (as 
the Wiſeman advifes) cannot be meant, to 
reaſon with them; for they cannot, or will 
not, underſtand. How then? — Why, 
as he ſaith in the Verſe immediately prece- 
ding, a Whip for the Horſe, a Bridle for the 
Aſs, and a Rod for the Fool's Back. To 
ſuch Fools, I ſay, this would be the proper 
Anſwer,---from thoſe, I mean, who have Au- 
thority, and bear not the Rod in vain. As to 
common People and others, it is their Wiſ- 
dom, 1. Not to Iiſen to, much leſs go after 
them. Eve's entring into a Parley with the 
Serpent, was half her Fall. — 2. Not to 
read any of their Books; no, nor the An- 
ſewers to them. He that can bear to read 
and conſider an Atheiſtical Argument, what 
docs he but taſte the Poiſon, to try the fatal 
Experiment por himſelf. It may coſt him 
dear, if not well fortify'd with an Antidote. 


Een he that reads the Anſwers, ſeems 
| {0 
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( 41 ] 
to betray a kind of Doubtiug, which borders 
upon Infidelity. And if Doubting. be dam- 
nable (fee Rom. xiv.) to him that readeth 
not of Faith, Curioſity on the other hand is 
no leſs dangerous, becauſe it is a Tempting 
of God. How much ſafer is it to take Solo- 
mon's Advice, when ſuch impious Wretches, 
or their Writings, fall in our Way? For/ake 
the Fooliſh, and live, &c. & or to follow the 


' wiſe Example of the Primitive Chriſtians, 
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when urg'd by their Adverſaries to diſpute 
on the Myſteries of our Religion, their con- 
ſtant Anſwer was, ["Iomow &@ Me,] the 
Initiated Know : as much as to ſay, © We, 
« and all ſerious Chriſtians, know theſe 
Things to be true, becauſe we feel them.“ 
Every ſincere Proficient in Religion can ex- 
perimentally ſay the ſame. Such a one 
not only zaſtes, but fees, how gracious the 
Lord is, Plal. xxxiv. not only believes, but 
knows there is a God. 


But to return; if every Mem- Further View 
ber of our Church, who fears 1 
God, and followeth after Rigb- 
teouſneſs, takes off his Thoughts from the 
Conſideration of other Mens Sins and Fail- 
ings, and turns his Eyes inward upon Him- 
ſelf, to examine and obſerye the Plagues of 
his own Heart, the beſt of us will find 
Cauſe, more than ſufficient, to look upon him- 
ſelf as acceſſary to the Judgments, which 


* Prov. ix. 6, 7, 8. See allo ch. iy. 14, 15. 
G threaten 


L 42 ] 
threaten this Church and Nation. Our Lord 
has aſſured us, that, except our Righteouſneſs 
exceed the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and 
Phariſees, we ſhall in no caſe enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven; and yet, if we com- 

are our Righteouſneſs, that is, our Virtue, 
with the Morals (1ſt.) of the antient Hea— 
thens; which of us all (I will not ſay, ex- 
ceeds, but (comes up to Theſe, who had only 
the Light of Reaſon to guide them, in the 
common and ſocial Duties of Life ? Where 
is that Generofity of Soul, that Magnanimity 
of Mind, that publick Spirit and Love of our 
Country, that noble Conſiancy and faithful 
Friendſhip, that Diſdain of bodily Pleaſures, 
and Contempt of Riches; in a Word, that 
Temperance, and Maſtery over our Appetite; 
and Paſſions, which thoſe Heroes of Pagan 
Antiquity were eminent for ? If from theſe 
we paſs (2dly.) to the Chriſtiaus of the Pri- 
mitive Age; how far more ſhort are the 
greateſt of our Virtues, if compar'd with 
theirs ! Where is that Faith, that overcometh 
the World ; that Hope, that purifieth us, even 
as God 1s pure; that Charity that ſuffereth 
long, and yet is kind; that envieth not, 
vaunteth not itſelf, is not puffed up, ſeeketh 
not her own, thinketh no Evil; that loves 
even her Enemies, and ſeeks the Good 
of all? Where is that Zeal for God, that 
Love of F ESUS, that Patience of the Saints, 
that Foy in Tribulation, that Heavenly-mind- 
edneſs, 


r 
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 edneſs, and Life of God? Where is that S 
* Denial, Mortification, and Love of the Croſs, 
* which ſhone 1o bright in thoſe antient Saints 

and Martyrs? 'Their Candle was not hid 
under a Buſhel, but diffus'd its Light all 
around, not to their own Times only, but 


down to all ſucceeding Generations, eyen to 
theſe laſt and worſt of Times. 


Examine we next our Actions by the Ca- 
talogue of deadly Sins, and their oppoſite 
Virtues ; who can fay, he ſo eſchews Evil, 
as to do only Good ? who has ſo ſubdu'd 
the Vice of Pride, as to be thro'ly Maſter of 
Humility; ſo conquer'd Envy, as to be truly 
Benevolent; ſo Bountiful, as to have no 
Symptoms of Covetouſneſs; ſo Chaſte, as to 
be wholly Pure in Thought and Deed; fo 
Meek, as neyer to be provok'd to immode- 
rate Anger; ſo Temperate, as to have the 
Appetites in a conſtant Subjection; fo Dili- 
gent, as to have no idle Hours to anſwer for? 
In a Word, who has yet attain'd to Perfe- 
ion? or, which is worſe, who is there that 
even ſrives to excel in Virtue ? 


Furthermore, if we bring our Lives to 
the Teſt of our Lord's Sermon on the Mount, 
particularly the Beatitudes, where with it be- 

gins, and points out the Way to true Hap- 
pineſs; who is there ſo poor in Spirit? who 
lo mourns for his ſpiritual Wants? ſo meek, 
| 6 3 an 
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and Maſter of his Paſſions, ſo Hungers and 
thirſts after Virtue and Righteouſneſs © who 
ſo merciful, ſo pure in Heart, and ſuch a 
Lover of Peace, that he can with Confidence 
and full Aſſurance of Hope, lay Claim to Þ 
the Bleſſings, which Chriſt has annex'd to 
theſe holy Diſpoſitions? Above all, who can Þ 
ſubmit to Perſecutions for Righteouſneſs ſake, 
much leſs rejoyce and be exceeding glad, when 
they are reviled, and ſuffer all manner of 
Evil falſely for the Name of Chriſt? Where 

is this Heroick Spirit of Martyrdom to be 
found, which the Followers of Jeſus were 
antiently ſo ready, and even ambitious to 
undergo? — The Cauſe is the ſame, the 
Reward the ſame, the divine Support and 
Bleſſing is the ſame : but we, alas! are not 

the ſame. A cowardly Fear damps the Cou- 
rage, ſhuts the Mouths, and cools the Zeal 

of thoſe, who ought to withſtand the preſent 
Torrent of Infidelity, and boldly expoſe 
themſelyes, to whateyer Danger may enſue. 
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Let ſuch read what our Lord ſaith, Mat. ; 
x. from ver. 24. to ver. 40, and reflect on | 
that Miſdom of the Serpent, which he recom- Þ © 
mends ver. 16. This Animal, in Time of F 
Danger, expoſes its Body to ſecure its Head, 
which is an Example to teach us, that we 
ſhould defend our Faith at the Hazard of all 
Things elſe, our Bodies, Goods, &c. and to 
coyer that Principle of our ſpiritual Life 

againſt 
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againſt all Aſſaults and Temptations ; more 
eſpecially to conſerve and defend our Head, 
Jeſus Chriſt, from the Aſſaults of every 
Enemy, whatever it may coſt our Body. 
So St. Jerome expounds It, © The Serpent's 
« Cunning is given us for an Example, be- 
« cauſe it hides its Head with its whole 
« Body, and protects that, which is the Seat 
« of Life: So alſo ought we, at the Peril 
« of our Bodies, to defend our Head, which 
« is Chriſt. | 


** 


— . 0» 


To ſearch ſtill deeper into the State of our 
Souls; — let us hear St. Paul, I any Man 
have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of his. 
Rom. viii. 9. — Whether this imports that 
Temper and Diſpoſition, which Chriſt diſ- 
play'd in the whole Tenor of his Life and 
Converſation, while he ſojourned upon Earth, 
and ſet us a Pattern of the moſt perfect Obe- 
dience to the Divine Will ; or rather, by 
the Spirit of Chriſt we underſtand, the Holy 
and ever Bleſſed Spirit of God, by which 
we are ſanctified and ſealed unto the Day of 
Redemption. — If we have not this Divine 
Spirit, *tis plainly told us, that we are none 
of Chriſt's, none of his Diſciples, no true 
Chriſtians. — How ſollicitous then, how 
anxiouſly inquiſitive ought we to be, whe- 
ther we have this Spirit or no? —— Tis a 
melancholy Remark, that very few, tho' 
they pretend to be Chriſtians, do yet ſo 


much 
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much as pretend to have is Spirit; they 
content themſelves with the bare Name of 
Chriſtians, tho' confeſſedly they want the 
Principle, which makes them to be ſo. Others 
again may preſume they haye this Spirit, 
when they have it not. But how ſhall we 
be aſſur'd, whether we have it or no? *Tis, 
we know, made the Subject of a modern, and 
ſtill ſubſiſting Controverſy, © Whether any 
© have, or ever had the Holy Ghoſt, but 
« ſuch as be actually inſpired; ” nay, (among 
fome of our own Divines) 'tis made a Que- 
ſtion, whether Reaſon, the bare Light of 
Reaſon, is not as much as any Man can now 
pretend to; yea, that this is /ufficient to 
conduct us in all our Diſquiſitions and En- 
quiries after Truth; and any higher Preten- 
ſions are treated with Contempt, as Qua- 
Teriſin or Euthuſſaſm And yet an inſpired 
Apoſtle hath ſaid (as a Thing in 7hoſe Days 
confeſſed, and well underſtood) Anow ye not 
that ye are the Temples of God, and that the 
Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 1 Cor. iii. 16. 
—— And again, Know ye not your own ſelves, 
how that Feſus Chriſt is in you, except ye be 
Reprobates ? 2 Cor. xiii. 5. And S. John fre- 
quently appeals to this Internal Experimen- 
tal Knowledge; Hereby know ye the Spirit 
of God. 1 John iv. 2. — Again, Hereby know | 
we the Spirit of Truth, aud the Spirit of Error. 
Ver. 6. — Again, Hereby we know that we 
are of the Truth, and ſhall aſſure our Hearts 
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before him, ch. ili. 19. — Again, Hereby 


know we, that we dwell in him, and he in us, 


| becauſe he hath given us of his Spirit, ch. iv. 


13. — Again, The Anointing, which ye have 
received of him, | by which is underſtood the 


ift of the Holy Ghoſt conferr'd in Lapri/m, 


and particularly in Confirmation, which from 
thence is ſometimes call'd Chri/mation | abi- 
deth in you; and ye need not that any Man 
teach you; but as the ſame Anointing teach- 
eth you of all Things, and is Truth, and no 
Lye ; and even as it hath taught you, ye ſhall 
abide in him, ch. ii. 27. The ſame is affirm'd 
in the 2oth Verſe, Ze have an Unction from 
the Holy One, and ye know all Things. The 
ſame Doarine is repeated over and over 
again by the ſame Apoſtle in ſeveral other 
Places of this Epiſtle ; but we ſhall conclude 
with that of St. Paul, Rom. viii. 16. The 
Spirit itſelf beareth witneſs with our Spirit, 
that we are the Children of God; and if 
Children, then Heirs, Kc. 


Now to know,whether we have * 

ever recciv'd this Holy Spirit, and 54 220 
whether we have it ſtill abiding 

with, and dwelling in us, there are theſe #wo 
Rules, which cannot well deceive us, but 
thro' our own Neglect: The Firſt is, the 
Proper Means, whereby it is received: Next, 
the Fruits, or bleſſed Effects thereof, ap- 
pearing in our Lives and Converſation. 


1. The 
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1. The only Proper Means for 

receiving the Spirit, according to 
the Goſpel Inſtitution, is Lauful 
Baptiſm ;, for ſo, when the Jews were pricked 
in their Hearts for being acceſſary to the 
Death of Chriſt, and cried out, hat ſhall we 
do? —— Peter ſaid unto them, Repent and 
be Baptized every one of you in the Name of 
Feſus Chriſt, 7 5 the Remiſſion of Sins, and 
ye ſhall receive the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt. 
So that in Baptiſm the Holy Spirit is firſt 
receiv'd as a Principle of Life, giving Birth 
and Beginning to the Spiritual Life ; hence 
St. Paul calls Baptiſm the waſhing of Regene- 
ration, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, Tit. 
lit. 5. In Confirmation, which is the 
Appendage and Completion of Baptiſm, a 
fuller Meaſure of the ſame Holy Spirit is 
given as a Principle of Action, and in a 
ſeven-fold Degree; viz. of Wiſdom, to chuſe 
aright ; of Under landing, to apprehend our 
Duty; of Counſel, to give, or take Advice; 
of Knowledge, to ſee Divine Truths; of 
Godlineſs, to praQtiſe them ; and laſtly, of 
Holineſs, to be throughly chang'd in the 
Spirit of our Mind, and the whole Temper 
of our Souls, and entirely conform'd to the 
Divine Image, wherein we were firſt created, 
and to which our Lord came, to reſtore, and 
create us again. 
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N. B. [As to the other Sacrament ; the 
Lord's Supper is more properly the Food 
of the Soul, to preſerve the Spiritual 
Life, than to give it. It ſerves alſo 
to repair the Breaches, which Sin hath 
at any Time made in our Souls; to 
raiſe us to higher ſpiritual Perfection, 
and a greater Contempt of the World ; 
in ſhort, to be the Principle of a bleſſed 


Immortality to both our Bodies and 
Souls. | 


Theſe are the Means, the undoubted Means, 


by which the Holy Ghoſt is receiv'd, and to 


be receiv'd. 
infinite Importance; — ** Have we us'd 
© theſe Means, or not?” — Have we 


This then is a Queſtion of 


e us'd them in the Manner appointed by 


G 


r 


; River, and bears twelve manner 0 
* Rey. xxii, 2. (ſee alſo Exe. xlyii,) Now 


„ the Church? ” And herein we cannot be 
miſtaken, except we be wilfully blind, 


As to the other Queſtion, | 
* Whether we have fill the Holy be Spuk. 
* Ghoſt,” the ſure Way is to 


examine whether we have all, or any of thoſe 
Fruits, which ſpring from that Root, and 
grow upon the Tree of Life; that Tree, 


which is ſaid to be planted by rhe 7 the 


ruits, 


the 
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the River, which is ſaid to proceed ont of 
the Throne of God and of the Lamb, is that 
Baptiſm we have been ſpeaking of: The 
Tree of Life is the Life of the Spirit ; and 
the Twelve Fruits it bears, are reckon'd up 
by Divines to be theſe following, — Love, 
Joy, Peace, Patience, Mercy, Goodnels, 
Long-ſuffering, Meckneſs, Faith, Modeſty, 
Shamefacednefs, Sobriety. Vide Gal. v. &c. 


If we have theſe Fruits of the HOLY 
GHOST, theſe good Works, to ſhew, tis 
a moſt aſſured Sign that we have Him. — 
But then we muſt be ſure that they grow 
on the Tree of Life, not of Nature; on the 
Tree planted beſide the pure Water of Life, 
clear as Cryſtal, ifſuing from the Throne of 
God; . e. by Divine, not Human Inftitu- 
tion and Authority. This Tree muſt alſo 
bear Fruit, and not Leaves only. *Tis the 
Fruit, by which the Tree is beſt known; 
and if indeed we have them, the World will 
ſee, and our Conſciences will know, that we 
have indeed that Holy Spirit, from whence 
they derive their very Being, and their Vir- 
tue. —— But if we have, or rather ſeem 
to have, theſe Fraits any other way than 
this, however fair they may appear to the 
Eye, they are of the wild Kind, they are 
not genuine, and of the right Sort; ſuch 
they are, as God complains-of, . v. He 
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looked that it ſhould bring forth Grapes, and 
it brought forth wild Grapes. | 


Another Mark and Criterion, I: 
by which Chriſtians may judge ih: en 
of themſelves and their Spiritual * © 
State, is that bleſſed Effect of Divine Grace, 
whereby the Love of God is ſhed abroad in 
This 1s what 
the World and worldly Perſons know no- 
thing of, not only becauſe their fooliſh 
Hearts are darken'd by their Luſts and 
Paſſions, but they have not the proper 
Organ for ſuch an Internal Reliſh of Divine 
Joy, that [E»24:5191e, or | kind of Sixth Senſe, 


whereby Heavenly Things are taſted and 
felt. 


This therefore is a Mark to AMark to Spi- 


- ſuch only, as St. Paul ſpeaks of, ritual Perſons 
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who have their Senſes exerciſed MY 


to diſcern Good and Evil, Heb. v. 14.——But 


even here great Caution is neceſſary (and 


for the ſake of ſuch Caution, 
this Note is here hinted to Spi- 
ritual Perſons) to wit, that they #ry the Spi- 
rit, that ſometimes charms the Soul with a 
Torrent of Joy, and fills the Heart with ſuch 


A Caution. 


Extatick Sweets, as infinitely exceed all the 


Delights, or moſt Raviſhing Senſations, which 
Nature eyer felt. And the ſure Way to 
H 2 | know 
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know if it be of the right Kind, not vain 
and illuſive, but the genuine Operation of 
the Sp;ritual Life, and undoubted Influence 
of the Divine Spirit, is carefully to obſerve 
the EZe# it has upon the Mind; and parti- 
cularly, whether fuch a Flow of inward Joy 
and Tranſport produces in the Heart, not 
only an inflam'd Aſection for God, and De- 
fire of Heaven, but (vb i is a ſorer Mark) 
a more rational and profound Humility. 1 
ſuch Spiritual Joys ſerve to pu up the "Mind 
to ſpiritual Pride, they are either deluſive, 
and from the Evil One, to deceive us; or, 
if real Illapſes from above, they are per- 
verted and miſapplied. The true Foy of the 
Holy Ghoſt is deſign'd, not only to give us, 
now and then, an Antepaſt of Heaven, that 
we may even feel, as well as know and believe, 
that there is a GOD, aSAFIOUR, a 
COMFORTER, a Peace which paſſcth 
all Underſtanding, as ſuperior to all Expreſ- 
ſion or Imagination of Man, as it ts to every 
earthly Pleaſure and the moſt exquiſite De- 
lights of Senſe, and ſo confirm us in our 

Faith, and alto ſupport us in our Troubles; 
but chiefly to ſhew us to Ourſebves, by pouring 
in upon the Mind ſuch an Influx of Light, 
as may at once diſcover to us all our hidden 
Corruptions, and the leaſt Blemiſh that offends 
the Eye of our Heavenly Father ; that wc 
may zthroughly purge our Floor, and reform 
every 
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every Thing that is amiſs. Such an Inſgb. 
of Ourſelves by the Rays of heavenly Light, 
cannot, except we wilfully ſhut our Eyes, 
but make us cry out with 70, Lord, I ab- 


Hor myſelf and repent; in a Word, cannot 


but make us humble. 


To conclude; by theſe ſeveral Marks 
may the ſincere Chriſtian try and know his 
Progreſs 1n the Spiritual Lite, and perceive 
how far he 1s a" of that Standard of 
Perfection, to which we ought all to aſpire. 
Let the Infidel ſneer, and the proud ha- 
riſee deſpite, what they have no Notion of, 
becauſe they never felt theſe Things. It is an 
Axiom of the Wiſe Man, which they cannot 
gainſay, the Heart knoweth his own Bitterneſs, 
and a Stranger doth not intermeddle with his 
Foy, Prov. xiv. 10. — They may therefore 


as well tell a Man he does not know or per- 


ceive, when he grieves or rejoyces, or whether 
he grieyes or rejoyces at all, as to ſay, theſe 
ſenſible Comforts, which good Men feel in the 
Exerciſes of true Religion, are not real, be- 
cauſe they themſelves never felt them. By 
the ſame Rule the beſt Problem in Euclid 
may be confuted, and prov'd to be falſe, by 
a Country Clown, that does not underſtand 
it. So all Sir J/aac Newton's fine Diſcoveries, 
and the ſublimeſt Paſſages in the moſt cele- 
brated Authors, exploded and ridiculed, wt 
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cauſe every noramus has not Senſe enough 
to apprehend them. — Let ſuch, if they 
are not paſſ feeling, and 1ncurably infatuated, 
read Biſhop Atterbury's Diſcourſe on that 


Text, — The Scorner ſeeketh Wiſdom, and 


ndeth it not, before they ſet up for Judges 
of what they do not underſtand z and there 
they will ſee the Reaſon, why they are no 
wiſer. 


Bat let ns, who have learned Chriſt, and 
ſo learned him, as to know aſſuredly the 
Truth and Certainty of theſe Things, wherein 
we have been inſtructed, pity and pray for 
thoſe unhappy Wretches, who know not God, 
who are without Chriſt, being Aliens from 
the Commonwealth of Iſrael, and Strangers 
from the Covenant of Promiſe, having No 
Hope, becauſe they have No Faith. — And 
for ourſelves, imploring the Divine Grace, 
that we may lift up the Hands that hang 
down, and the feeble Knees, and make ſtrait 
Wee ag our Feet, leſt that which is lame be 
turned out of the Way; that we being pre- 
ſerv'd from the contagious Influences of a 
moſt. Profane Age, may hold faſt our Faith 
without wavering; that our Hearts being 
eſtabliſn'd by Grace, rooted in Faith, and 
grounded in Love, we may proceed from 
- Strength to Strength ; not only walking the 
more warily in theſe laſt and evil Days, but 
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with more Vigour, Undauntedneſs and Teal 
in our Chriſtian Profeſſion z that ſo the God 
of Peace, who brought again from the dead our 
Lord FESUS, that Great Shepherd of the 
Sheep, thro the Blood of the everlaſting Cove- 
nant, may make us perfect in every good Work, 
to do his Will, working in us that which is 
well-pleaſing in his Sight, through the ſame 
JESUS CHRIST, to whom be Glory for 
ever and ever. Amen, Heb. xiii. 21. 


et P44 NDL1L 


Here are two Kinds of Perſons will be 
_ diſappointed by the Title of this Eſſay; 
the Gay, who expected Wit and Humour; 
and the Malecontent, whoſe Spleen can diſ- 
cern no Evil in the Times, but what are 
Political; nor any Corruption, but in his 
Governors, —— Tis certain there never was 
more Work for a Democritus, and an Hera- 
clitus, than now; never a larger Field for 
Satyr and Ridicule, if we look at the Follies; 
nor for Tears and Sorrow, if we obſerve the 
Depravity of the Age. — I have choſen the 
latter Province; let thoſe, who have the 
Talent 
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Talent of Vit committed to them, take the 
other, and ſoundly laſh all thoſe, who deny 
Firſt Principles, becauſe, forſooth, they do 
not underſtand them. They profeſs they 
do not underſtand, and yet ſet up for Judges: 
They pretend to have more Underſtand- 
ing than any, yet ſcruple not to own they 
have 20 Souls; renouncing at once their Affi- 
nity to God, and the very Nature of Men 
( for we are his Offipring ; ) And can any 
Thing be a ſtronger Proof of their Folly and 
want of Underſtanding? Well may the 
Scripture pronounce them Fools, when they 
rank themſelves with the Beaſts that periſh. 
—— So groveling and abſurd are their No- 
tions, that the unhappy Author of the Tale 
of a Tub might here find a much more fruit- 
ful, as well as laudable Theme, for his Saty- 
rical Wit, and make ſome Expiation for the 
profane Levity and Licentiouſneſs of his Pen, 
—— This would be the moſt effeAual Way 
of confuting ſuch Men. — This would in- 
deed be anſwering ſuch Fools according to 
their Folly. And God himſelf ſets the Ex- 
ample, — Surely he ſcorneth the Scorners, 
Prov. iii. 34. He that fitteth in the 


Heavens ſhall laugh; the Lord ſhull have them 
in Deriſion, Pſal. it. 44 —— And O! that our 
Divines, inſtead of attempting by Reaſon to 
convince ſuch Enemies of God and Man 
(which is a Thing impoſſible to be done, if 

Scripture 
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Scripture and general Experience are to be 
believ'd) would turn their Ar from the 
Boughs and puny Suckers of this accurſed 
Tree of Infidelity, and lay it to the Root, 
that is, the Sins and bad Lives of thoſe, who 
are yet Believers, and profeſs, but practiſe 
not, the Rules of our holy Religion. —Alas, 
it is the Pride, the Intemperance, the Luxury 
and Vanity, the Covetouſneſs and Worldli- 
neſs of Chriſtians, which have provoked God 
to let looſe this evil Spirit of Atheiſm and 
Infidelity amongſt us; this dreadful Peſti- 
lence, which ſpreads ſo faſt, and ſlays its 
Thouſands and ten Thouſands in our Streets, 
—— Theſe Ungodly Men are but the Swords of 
him, who hath made all things for himſclf ; 
yea, even the Wicked for the Day of Evil. (See 
Pal. xvii. 13. & Prov. xvi. 4.) —0 that his 
Miniſters would cry aloud, and ſpare not 
blow the Trumpet in Sion, and mant an Alarm 
in the holy Mountain; an Alarm to a holy 
War againſt our Sins; an Alarm to Humi- 
liation and Repentance; to Faſting, and to 
Weeping, and to Mourning ; that fo a 
may not be our Ruin, 


And as for you, who are touch'd with a 

bleeding Senſe of the horrible Impieties of 

the Age, and live in a fearful Expectation 

of Divine Judgments, be not afraid, neither 

be ye diſmayd: Next to the Comfort and 
[ 


Support 
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Support of your own Integrity, and the di. 
ſtinguiſhing Protection of Divine Mercy in- 
ſur'd to you in the midſt of Judgment 
(Ezek. ix.) there is another ſure, tho' awful 
Conſolation, which cannot fail; tho' the 
Prayers and Interceſſions, the Faſtings and 
Tears, ſhould not prevail for a further Re- 
prieve: and that is; this very Deluge of In- 
fidelity will haſten on the faſter the grand 
Curaittophe of the World, and the ſooner 
put a Period to this wretched Scene of Sin 
and Miſery. — To ſuch Mourners belongs 
that Encouragement of our Lord, Lift up 
your Heads, for your Redemption draweth 
nigh. And if it be one Sign of his Coming, 
that no Faith will be then found upon the 
Earth, this Deliverance cannot, methinks, 
be far off. The very Character of the Times 
is a loud Prognoſtic of the % Days ap- 
proaching; — we may even imagine the 
Judge at t'ie Door, and that we hear him 
ſay, — Behold, I come quickly. To which, 
let every one, that kcepeth the Sayings of 
the Prophecy of his Book, and grieves for 
the Crimes delineated in this, ſay Amen, 
Even ſo, Come, Lord Feſus; moſt hear- 
tily joyning in that Collect in our Burl 
Service, © Thar it may pleaſe God, of his 
« moſt gracious Goodneſs, ſhortly to accom- 

© pliſh the Number of his Elect, and to 
„ haſten his Kingdom, Oc. 


In 


. 


In the mean time, altho' nothing can con- 
tribute more to weaken the Hands, and 
lacken the Nerves of honeſt Induſtry, than 
the preſent Torrent and Overflowings of Un- 
odlineſs, with a continual Dread of impend- 
ing Judgments, yet let not your Hearts be 
troubled, nor abate your wonted Diligence. It 
muſt needs be, that ſuch Offences, and ſuch 
Scoffers ſhould come. Tis all foretold; and 
this Event, while it proves theſe to be the 
a and worſt of Times, proves alſo the 
certain Truth and Divinity of thoſe holy 
Writings, which theſe Scorners deny and 
blaſpheme. - But let us purſue the 
Buſineſs of our reſpective Callings wich a 
chearful Aſſiduity, as honeſt Men; with 
Duty and Submiſſion to our Governors, as 
loyal Subjects; with Patience and Meekneſs, 
as good Chriſtians: Bearing the Miſeries of 
theſe evil Times, as expecting a ſpeedy Re- 
leaſe; neither deſerting our Stations, as weary 
of Living ; nor forſaking our God, as afraid 
of Dying. Let the World ſee, by our 
Lives and Converſation, that there is in the 
Chriſtian Religion a convictive Evidence, 
ſuperior to all the falſe Reaſonings, and 
perverſe Diſputings of Men; a divine 
Energy triumphing over all the inſidious 
Baits, and deceitful Luſts, as well as Frowns 
and Terrors of a wicked World ; a Beauty 
17 and 
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and Excellence tranſcendently amiable, 
worthy of the good Profeſſion we made 
before many Witneſſes ; worthy of its Holy 
Founder, whoſe Name and. Badge we wear, 
—— Let ns contend earneſtly for the Faith, 
which was once delivered to the Saints ; but 
prove ourſelves of the Number, rather by 
our Actions, than our Words. -— Our Motto 
ſhould be, Non magna loquimur, ſed vivimus; 
and our Contention, not, who ſhall be the 
moſt ſubtil Diſputer, but who the beſt Chri- 
ſtian. A holy Converſation is the beſt 
Advocate, as well as ſureſt Sign of our 
Faith. To argue for it, is well; to die 
for it, is more; but to live the Life of it, is 
the moſt irrefragable Proof. — This Faith, 
tho' planted by Miracles, tho' water'd by 
the Blood of Martyrs, ow'd its chicf Increaſe 
to the incomparable Virtues and Holineſs of 
its Profeſlors. The Piety of Saints con- 
tributed more, than even their Preaching 
and Sufferings, to the Converſion of the 
World. — Ours will do ſo too, if thus we 
adorn our Profeſſion : If thus we ſtrive for 
the Faith, we ſhall at once proye the Truth 
of the Goſpel, and put to Stlence the Gain- 
ſayings of unreaſonable Men. — This bleſ- 
ſed Contention, this holy Confederacy and 
Combination, let us all unanimouſly enter 
into againſt Atheiſin and Infidelity z and this, 
without any other Effort, will ſcatter "rr 
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dark Miſts of Error and Profaneneſs, as the 
Riſing Sun diſpels the Shades of Night by 
the immediate Splendor of his Beams. — 
Let us alſo contend, by a holy Emulation, 
to proyoke one another to Love and to good 
Works: It well becomes the Competitors 
for ſo rich a Prize, to ſtrive who ſhall excel. 
In the Ways of Perfection we ſhould rival the 
Patriarchs, contend with the bleſſed Apoſtles, 
imitate to our utmoſt the Immaculate Jeſus 
yea, as far as poſſible, be holy, as God is 
holy: — Againft Hope ſtriving in Hope, 
even there to be moſt like, where we never 
can hope to be equal. 
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BOOKS Printed for C RivincrToxn, at the 
| Bible and Crown in St. Paul's Church-yard, 


Juſt Publiſhed 
( In a neat Pocket Volume | 
The SEConD EviT10N, . confiderably Improv'd, 
1 OF 
The Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop of 
SOPOR and MAN's 
1, INSTRUCTIONS for the True underſtanding of the Bt. ES 
SED SACRAMENT of the Log 0's SUPPER ; with the ne- 
{ary Preparation requir'd : for the Benefit of young Communi- 
cants, and of ſuch as have not well conſider'd this holy Ordinance. 
To which is annex d, the Offce of the Hol Y Communion, 
with pager Helps and Directions for joining in every Part 
thereof with Underſtanding and Benefit, A  ebea ac 


II. The Principles and Duties of CyrIsTIaniTyY : Being a 
further Inſtruction for ſuch as have learned the Chyrch- Catechiim. 
Together with ſhort and plain Directions and Prayers for par- 
ticular Perſons, Families, the Lord's-Day, the Lord's-Supper, 
the Time of Sickneſs, Ge. By the ſame Author. The 
Fourth Edition. N. B. To this Edition is added; The true 
Chriſtian Method, &c. of Educating the Children both of the 
Rich and Poor. | 8 5 5 — i „ . 9 wt 

Such who are diſpos'd to give away the above two excellent 

Books ſhall, on taking a number, have a. handſome Allow- 
grep 3 


III. ReveLaTion Examined with CAN Doux: or, A fair 
Enquiry into the Senſe and Uſe of the ſeveral REvELAaTIONS 
ly declared, or ſufficiently implied, to be given to Man- 
| kind from the Creation, as they are found in the Bible. With 
a PxEyFACE, containing the Preſent State of Learning, Ws 4s 
and Infidelity, in Great-Britain, In Two Volumes 8wo. By a 
profeſs'd Friend to an honeſt Freedom of Thought in Religiqus 
Enquiries, | 
| VOL. I. Containing Diſſertations on the following Sub- 

Jets, viz. 1. Of the Forbidden Fruits. 2. Of the Knowledge 


of the Brute World conveyed to Adam. 3. Of his Knowled ge 
on Banks 1 9 
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Books printed for C. Rivington, 

A Marriage. 4. Of che Skill of Language infuſed into A4 
5. Of the Revelations immediately following the Fall. 6. 0 
the Moſaic Account of the Fall, 7. Of. Sacrifices. -*. 8;. Of hp 
Corruption of Mankind, which cauſtd the Deluge. g. Of the 
Natural Cauſes made uſe of by God to'flood the-Earth.- 10. 
Of the End of Divine Wiſdom anſwered by the Deluge., 11. 
Of the Objections to the Mo/aic Account of the Deluge. 12. 00 
the Concurrence of all Antiquity with the Meſaic Account of the 
Flood. 13. Of other Teſtimonies relating to the Delyge. 1, 
Of the Difficalties relating to Noah's [Ark © * 

VOL. II. Diſſertations upon the following Subjects, vk. 
1. Ofahe Grant of Animal Food made to Noah after, the Flood. 
2. Of the Building of Babel. 3. Of the Predictions felating t 
TIhmael. 4. Of Circumcifion. 5. Of the Deſtruction of Som 
afid Gomorrah. 6. Of the Command given to fbrabam to (a; 
ctifice his Son, The Third Edition, Corrected and Improy'(. 
Price 105. | 1 | 


IV. AnExyos1T1on on the Mirty- nine Articles of the Church 
of England: Founded on the Holy Sctiptures, and the Fathers 
of the three firſt Centuries. In Two Volumes. By J. Venerr, 
Re&or of St. Andrew's in Chicheſter. The Second Edition, 
with very large Additions,” Price 107.” AN bs BY 


V. The Right Uſc of LewT: or, A Hep to Penitents, Con: 
taining, 1. A Preparatory Meditation on the Don of LET, 
the Nature of Sin, &c. 2. The Reaſon, Inftitution and Be 
nents of Faſting. 3. Some Rules and Advices concerning it, 
4. What we are to repent of. 5. The Way and Method of 
Repentance, with ſome Forms of Penitential Devotions. The 
Second Edition, with ſome Additions, and Amendments, Price 
2s. 6d. | e 

VI. The CurtsTian's PaTTERN: Or, A Treatiſe of 
the Imitation of CHRIST. Writ:en originally in Latin, by 
Thomas &"Kempis. © Compar'd with the Original, and Corrected 
throughout, by Jo I eſtey, M. A. Fellow of Lincoln College, 
Oxon, With a new Preface, containing an Account of the 
[Uſefulneſs of this Treatiſe; Directions for Reading it with 
Advantage; and li kewiſe an Account of this Edition. Adorn'd 
with a beautiful Set of Cuts, curiouſſy engraven from new Deſigns. 
In QXavs.. Price 45.16 . | 


N. B. For the fake of Juch whoſe Circumſtances may not enabit 
them ta purchaſe the above Edition, there is a neat Edition 

| in 249. at a wry roafonable'Price.; with a hantlfome Allow- 
*u ance to Gentlemen and Ladies able are charitably inclin'd ts 


beſtonu this excellent Treatije on poor Families that art not 
able ta purchaſe, Price One Shilling. : 


